COLTON. HALL RECOLLECTLONS

BY TiE REV. S.H. WILLEY, D.D., CHAPLAIN OF THE
COESTITUTIONAL CONVENTION HELD THERE IN SEPTEVRER
1849.

ilon. Joseph R. Knowland Berkeley, Cal., liay 31 1904
Cekland, California )

Dear lir. Knowland:

Enclosed 1 send you some "recollections" of Colton Hall. I fear
they will not be of much interest as your report of the Native
Sons led them to anticipste, but they sre such as come Lo my mind

You ask for the address of Hon. Frencis J. Lippitt. I had & letter
from him dated Bristol Ferry, Rhode Island, dated July 28, 1901, since
which I have not hesrd from him. I think that he sonmetimes resideg in
Washington, D.C., but am not sure. I hope you will find him.

Yours vexry truly,
S.H. Willey

On landing in lMonterey from the Pacirfic ilail Steamship, "California®

on February 23, 1849, I found a throoughly, iexican town in every
respect. There was but one style of architecture after which sll
buildings were vatterned. But there was one exception. On the side of
the hill, a 1little back of touwn, stood a new, two-story stone building,
that looked as if it might have dropped down froum a New England village.
There was no other building to be seen that rescmdbled it, and I was not
long in going to see what it was for. I found it entirely completed, all
its rooms and passageways were fineished. There were two large square
roomws on the first floor, one great hall occupied all the space on the
second floor. J

There was nobody about the building. In the hall were some carpenters!
tools, saws, planes, hammers, chisels, etc. and some tits of lumbernr
scattered ebout as if the owners had lefl hastily, and this, I afterward
learned, had béen the case.

On the discovery of gold on the American River, carpenters vere in asg
much haste’as other people to get to the mines, and lost no time in
caring for tools. So there they wére, Just as the owners had dropped
them.-

—In this condition Colton :iall stood during the sumner, excent that a
school of gome sixty boys end glrls was gatiered and tausght in one of

da

T the lower roons Jurinz that tluoe.



Fesnwnlle, things were excecedingly auieb in konlevey, FTor men vere

in the minez, ond only women @nd children were at home, save the
off'icers of the government were there atitending to thelr duties.

These consisted lorgely In sending out horsecback expresses and recicving
them ia reiurn, preparetory Lo asgscubling of the firat Constitutlonal
Convention in CzslitTornia, which wazs called to mect in Colton lall on the

first of September, 1349.

The peculiar clrcumstances undelr which thatl conventio:i was called, and
the excellence and criticel lmportance of the. work done there have lent
g didnity to the bullding itwelf, sugresting thet it should be preserved.

It 1s undoubbtedly the most suiteble place for o convention in California
at that time. It wag buill of white stone gquarriecd from a nelghboring
hill.

The large hall in the second story was sevenly feetl long by thirty feet
wide. It was reached by a wide stalrway from the rear of the bullding.
Tne front of the building wes ornamented with a protico which you entered
from the hall, and vas supported by two lolty pillars.

When the time caime for the meceting of the convention, carpenters were
employed to nut the hall In recadiness forx itg use. Some three-~fourtas
of tne length of the hall wves divided off by & rall Tor the cxclusive
use of' tae members, and lhe rest was left [or spectalors.

A raisad platform was pleced et the end of the hall for the president
and Ltables ian front of it for the secreberics and clerks. Cnsirs were
placed on either side of & cenbtrel space in front of the president to
acconovdate the forty-eignht members.

The scesione of the convention opened on iiondzy, Septeuber 3nd, Hobert
Semple was cnosen presideat and took his chsly, and William G. lLarcy was
nad secretary. The hali dozen native Czlifornians were asslgned chelrs
near tochJur. a8 tH01r interpreter sat with thesm.

ss it happened, for thaey were ncarly oll
ine now for the firest time. The seats Tirst
hrougsin the sessions.

The other meabers took sgsats
atrangers to esch other, nee
taken viere voually rcLainol

\\)On the president's right, I remember, sat Francis J. Livpplitt, Edward

Gilbert, Y.i. Guwin and othexrs, and on nis lelt H.W. Halleck, Lyron Norton
T.0. Lhrkln. in.G, Vallejo, J.HK. Snyder and others notl now recalled.

For over oue month that hall was the scene of most earnest and critically
importent work, and the results of it are seen in the nistory of the
state 2nd of the nztlon ever since.
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